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the author of the Jmaksharatnale^ an acrostic poem in
praise of the Jinas. Other works attributed to him
have not been recovered.
Raima, the third member of the trio, was a Vaisya of
the bangle-sellers' caste. Mr. Narasirhhacharya speaks
in high praise of his skill, fluency and fascinating style.
He wrote under the patronage of two Western Chalukya
kings, Tailapa (973-997), and his successor (997-1008),
and from them received various titles of honour. The
poet's first work was the Ajita Puratia, a history of the
second Tirthankara, written in 993. It was composed
at the suggestion of a devout lady, the daughter of one
of the two patrons of Ponna.
In his second work, Sahasa Bh~ima Vijaya, called also
Gada-yuddha (the " Conflict with Clubs''), he tells the
story of how Bhima fulfilled his vow to break the limbs
of Duryodhana with his club and_slay him. But through-
out the poem his royal patron, Ahavamalla, whose name
lent itself to the comparison, is likened to Bhima, and
becomes the real hero. Other works attributed to this
poet have been lost.
Chavunda Raya, who was the patron of Ranna and a
contemporary of the " Three Gems," was himself an
author, and in other respects a very remarkable person-
age. He was a minister of the Ganga king, Rachamalla
IV (974-984), and a general who by bravery in many
battles had gained numerous titles of distinction. It
was he who at enormous cost had the colossal statue of
Gommateswara executed at Sravana Belgoja, and it was
in recognition of this act of munificence that he received
the title of Raya. He was also a patron of the poet
Ranna, and himself has gained a place in the history of
literature by a prose work, entitled Trishashti-lak$kaq,a
MaJia-puranai but better known as Chavuntfar&ya
Pur&na> containing a complete history of all the twenty-
four Tirthankaras. The book is of special interest and
value because it is the oldest extant specimen of a book
written in continuous prose, and therefore enables us
to gain a knowledge of the language as spoken in the
tenth century, It is dated 978*